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po On July 10, 1960, a Kalinga Airways plane chartered to the Gulf Aviation 7 
Company disappeared enroute from Doha, Qatar to Sharjah, Trucial States. rea) 
According to a Gulf pilot, his company often charters planes, with Crews, OO 
from this Indian company. He believed that the pilot, unconcerned with 0) 
navigation, was unaware that he had a 30 mile rer hour tailwind and, finding CF 
himself in a heavy dust haze at the end of his prescribed flying time, let ° 
down into the Cmani mountains. No trace of the plare has yet been found, N“ 
and the Acting British Political Agent at Dubai speculates that it completely hh) 
missed the peninsula and went down in the Gulf of Cmane ~ 
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SUBJECT: Troubles of Gulf Aviation 
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| In a conversation on September 2, 1960, the Political Resident, Persian | 
Gulf, told the Consul General of problems that have recently arisen with regard 
to the operation of Gulf Aviation, Ltd. Gulf Aviation is an airline with head~ 


Vv quarters at Manama, Bahrain, its. service extending throughout the Gulf. It (9 
operates four daily flic¢hts between Bahrain and Dhahran » twice weekly flights 66) 
between Bahrain and Kuwait, five flights a week between Bahrain and Doha and 9)) 
weekly flights between Bahrain and Muscat. In addition, Gulf Aviation does a C3 
considerable charter business, particularly for the Qatar Petroleum Comoanye . 

Ni 

As the Political Resident told the story, Iran Air lately requested that ND 
reciprocal flirhts be undertaken between Sharjah and Bandar Abbas in Iran, which ~ 
Gulf Aviation agreed to on a weekly basis. The flights had scarce begun before 8) 
a point’ was made in Tehran that Gulf Aviation, having its headquarters in ' 
Bahrain, is in effect an Iranian airline; a point that, of course, the Bahrainis ~S 
could not concede. Gulf Aviation thereupon suspended its ow flights to Bandar y) 
Abbas and requested Iran Air to suspend its flights to Sharjah. However, Iran O 


Air has on at least two occasions sent flights into Sharjah. Passengers for 
Sharjah have been permitted to disembark but no passengers were permitted to 
embark and the planes were sent back to Bandar Abbas on an immediate turn- 
around basise 


A representative of British Overseas Aircraft Corporation, which owns 
51 per cent of the stock of Gulf Aviation, Ltd., came out from London lately 
to discuss this problem and others. He told the Resident that ‘BOAC was seriously 
contemplating dispensing with its share of Gulf Aviation, which produces only 
about five thousand pounds yearly of profit and which is now in need of cone 
siderable replacement. (Gulf Aviation operates a flicht of about 3 Herons and ©) 
2 Doves.) He said, however, that if the shares now held by BOAC could not be 
fully subscribed in the Gulf itself, BOAG, ani, t be willing to hold on to as 
much as’ 20 per cent of the total sharasyr); iH caddition to the 51 per cent held 
by BOAC, individuals in Bahrain hold 35 per.cent of the shares while individuals 
in Qatar hold the remaining 1) per cente 


V7 


On hearing that a change in /éQ) Obtindsishap| of put Aviation might take place, 
the Ruler of Bahrain promptly suggested that Gulf Aviation should become Bahrain ©€2 
Airlines, although he did not indicate how many of the shares he would pick up. a 
At the same time the Ruler of Qatar’ saidlthat has ;too, would like to have an,,, 2 


airline of his owmm called Qatar Airways; ‘which he would build on the base of : 
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| The Resident said that he was determined that Gulf Aviation should not 

i it now serves, 
He hopes that funds can be raised throughout the Gulf that would permit the 
establishment of what he called "a little sas y financed by individuals through 
out the Gulf and serving all its parts, 


COMMENT: Gulf Aviation, Ltd. serves a4 highly useful function in the Western 
| and Southern part of the Persian Gulf. Its: existance permits rapid communie 
Cations among the various Shaikhdoms and is, therefore, one of the few cohesive 
forces in the area, Tts record of safety has been good, being marred lately’ 
by the disappearance over the Trucial States of a Chartered aircraft in July. 


now owned by BOAC and to provide for the replacement of equipment, which must 
take place in the relatively near future, remains to be seen. 


—Walter K. Schwinn 
American Consul General 
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SUBJECT: jiystery of Missing Kalinga Airliner Appears To Be Solved. 


in There is enclosed a copy of the lead story in the Gulf Daily Times, 7” 
a Bahrain publication, of December 14, 1960, concerning the British Residency's 
solution to the mystery of the missing Kalings Airways plane, ‘his aircraft 
vanished without trace on a shorttrip between Doha, Qatar, and Sharjah, ‘Irucial 
States, on July 10, 1960, According to the article one of the passengers "may 
have been an arms smugeler" employed by the Omani rebels. Accordirig to a 
discussion with the Consul General, British kesidency officials indicated, 
however, there may have been two suspected arms smugglers on board the aire 
crafte The Residency'!s theory is that the smgglers were carrying arms (probably 
mines) in their baggage and that the wibration of the aircraft set them off. 

There has been no suggestion that the explosives were put aboard the plane 
for the purpose of destroying it or any persons abourd. 


COMMENT: 


0912-222 °ag9e6 


The destruction of the Kalinga Airliner was so complete that no trace af 
the plene has yet been found in spite of en intensive search in all likely 
areas. The possibility that un expbsion took place in the aircraft is therefore 
not unlikely. The connection between arms smugglers and the Omeni-rebels is. 
also likely since this is the principal reason for smuggling arms into the 
Trucial States and through the ‘Irucial States into Oman. 


—rvalter K. nn, g 
American Consul General > 
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"Lost" Gulf Airliner Mystery Solved. 


Bomb Ysed Inside Doha~Sharjah Plane 
By Editor Ken Edghill, 


The 13 passengers on the short flight to Sharjah did not have much 
baggage, and the porters at Doha Airport worked with a will loading the -: 
cases and parcels into the rear compartment of the Dakota Aircraft, 
Little did they know as they neatly stacked the baggage that they were 
loading a cargo of death, 


Hidden in one passenger's luggage was explosive, <A short time 
after the plane took off, an explosion in the luggage compartment 
shattered the plane, killing all the passengers and the crew of three, 
So severe was the blast that no trace of the plane has since been 
f ound.e 


_ That was the scene reconstructed for me yesterday by an official 
spokesman of the British Residency, Bahrain, to solve the five-month 
mystery of the Kalinga Airways plane which vanished without trace on 
the short trip between Doha and Sharjah on July 10, 


. The plane, which was on charter to Gulf Aviation, was known to be 
on course, and no distress call was heard from it. 


The spokesman told me’ "One of the passengers may have been 
an arms smuggler employed by the Omani rebel leader Talib bin ALI. 
His name was Harib Hajji al KABI, and he boarded the aircraft at Doha. 


"A man of this name was active as an arms smuggler from 1958 and 


was paid by the Omani rebel:leaders in Saudi Arabia to smuggle arms into 
the interior of Oman, 


"He was believed to have been illegally carrying explosives with 
him in the ill-fated Kalinga aircraft and may thus have been responsible 


for the death of his fellow passengers and the crew, 


"Official opinion is that he was probably carrying mines for use 
in Oman." f°" er 


The number of innocent ‘victims in the Kalinga aircraft accident 


‘is in marked contrast to the situation in Oman, where: there has been 


no fighting at all since January 1959, Rebels have been able to do 
no more than amggle in a few individuals to lay mines, | ot 


> : aS ne 
Comoran use ome | 


te 


Page < __of 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY Encl. No 


ifcati Desp. No.__=-22__ 
~ (Chestificetion) ee Amcongen DHAHRAN 
EE A 


= 


A mine explosion in July 1959 killed a British soldier, This 
was the only fatal British casualty in Muscat and Oman Since the 
capture of Jebel Akhdar, 


Since January 1959, only six Arab members of the Muscat Army have 
been killed by mines and four civilians, 


It may be significant that only a few days ago Cairo Radio broad» 
cast a news item describingan incident which in many ways resembles 
the Dakota incident. 


They told how an Omani fida'i was arrested by British forces in 
the Zahiran region, 100 kilometers from Buraimi. "He was hastily taken 
off in a British military aircraft. He had concealed a hand grenade 
upon him which he exploded inside the aircraft, causing the deaths of 
its pilot, two other British officers, some soldiers and the captured 
man himself" said the broadcast, 
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